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Message from Vice Chancellor 
  

It is my pleasure to welcome all of you to the University of 

Nairobi during this occasion of Research Week which runs 

from Monday 24th to Friday 28th November 2022. This 

Conference is one of a set of four being conducted by the 

Faculty of Business and Management Sciences as follows: 

The 7th DBA-Africa Management Review Annual 

International Conference, which is a one-day conference 

being held on 24th October, 2022; The 13th Africa 

International Business Management Conference 

(AIBUMA); the 4th Annual Development Finance 

Conference (ADFC); and the final conference which is the 

4th Annual International Conference on Project Planning and 

Management. 

It is gratifying that through the research week initiative of Faculty of Business and Management 

Sciences has organized the series of conferences that will not only bring us together  and enable 

us to celebrate the spirit of converting problems into opportunities, but also to leverage from 

the best brains in academia and industry.  It is important to observe that these conferences are 

coming at a time when we are experiencing uncertainty, conflicts, compromised environments 

with impacts on sustainable business and growth. These circumstances challenges all of us to 

adjust and develop a new mindset in all our undertakings. Indeed, this calls for “rethinking 

research and technology for sustainable development in the society”. The 7th DBA-Africa 

Management Review International Conference, 2022 will be deliberating on these 

contemporary issues relevant in the domain of business management and innovation, and it is 

therefore important that through the interaction, there will be positive translation of an increase 

in hands on experiences in work. Experience in work suggest a growth in productivity, and the 

concomitant smartness of providing innovative solutions to the business sector.  

 

A major challenge to business growth and management is the financing for sustainable 

development. This is tied in to research and technology alongside innovation. Given attendance 

at many fora, most of us have accepted sustainable development and research. However, 

research is not so well appreciated, and I am hoping therefore that during the Conferences, this 

area will be addressed. The rich minds and expertise attending the Conferences, will sharpen 

the business personnel present on helping them to grow as persons and as entities, to be the 

best versions of self, and perpetuate self. Evidently there will be attention paid to how 

individuals can sustain their personal or career goals, be introduced to new ways of thinking, 

challenging their limiting assumptions, sharing valuable life lessons, and much more.  

 

A major challenge to business growth and management is the financing for sustainable 

development. This is tied in to research and mentorship. Given attendance at many fora, most 

of us have accepted sustainable development and research. However, mentorship is not so well 

appreciated, and I am hoping therefore that during the Conferences, this area will be addressed. 

The rich minds and expertise attending the Conferences, will sharpen the business personnel 

present on helping them to grow as persons and as entities, to be the best versions of self, and 

perpetuate self. Evidently there will be attention paid to how individuals can their personal or 
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career goals, be introduced to new ways of thinking, challenging their limiting assumptions, 

sharing valuable life lessons, and much more.  

 As I conclude my remarks, I acknowledge the Keynote speakers, paper presenters, and all the 

participants for sparing their valuable time to attend these Conferences. Obviously in the 

current situation you are not physically received at the University, but we know that with time, 

you will take up our welcome to physically visit. Finally, I wish you all a fruitful participation 

of the Conferences activities Thank you and God bless you all.   

  

Prof. Stephen Kiama, BVM, MSc. (Nairobi), PhD (Bern)    

Vice-Chancellor University 

of Nairobi  
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Message from Research Week Committee Chair 

 

On behalf of the UoN Research Week 

organizing committee, I wish to welcome all 

of you to this year’s University of Nairobi 

Research Week which runs from Monday 

24th to Friday 28th October, 2022.  We have 

organized a variety of conferences based in 

our various Faculties, including the 

following four conferences organized by the 

Faculty of Business and Management 

Sciences.   

• The 7th DBA-Africa Management Review Annual International Conference, which is 

a one-day conference being held on 24th October, 2022.  This particular conference is 

modelled along the thematic areas in Business and Management disciples namely:  

1. Strategic Change Management and Sustainable Development. 

2. Governance for Sustainable Development. 

3. Marketing Sustainable Development in Society   

4. Human Resource and Sustainable Development. 

5. Digital Transformation and adoption of Technology for Sustainable 

Development. 

• The 4th Annual Development Finance Conference (ADFC) running from 27th to 28th;  

• The 13th Africa International Business Management Conference (AIBUMA) which 

runs from 27th to 28th; and, 

• Final conference being the 4th Annual International Conference on Project Planning and 

Management running from 25th to 27th October, 2022. 

 

The University of Nairobi Research week is taking place for the third year with the conferences 

largely remaining on a virtual platform. However, this year there are a few conferences that 

have adopted a blended approach of both physical and virtual platforms. I wish to thanks all 

the participants for sparing their time to participate in the virtual conferences. You are 

definitely going to learn a lot through the online interactions and I challenge all the participants 

to take this opportunity to learn new ideas and experiences being shared by the various paper 

presents and other participants.  

 

I wish to sincerely thank the Dean, Faculty of Business and Management Sciences, the 

Organizing Committee, Keynote speakers, paper presenters, and all the participants for making 

this a really great week for of us all. Thank you and God bless you all. 

  

Prof. M. Jesang Hutchinson   

Associate Vice Chancellor,   

Research, Innovation and Enterprise  
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Message from Director Research and Enterprise 

 

This week the University of Nairobi is once again hosting series of 

conferences during the University Research Week that runs 

between 24th and 28th October, 2022. This year, the Faculty of 

Business and Management Sciences is represented by four 

conferences: The 7th DBA-Africa Management Review Annual 

International Conference on 24th October, 2022; the 4th Annual 

Development Finance Conference (ADFC) from 27th to 28th 

October, 2022; the 13th Africa International Business Management 

Conference (AIBUMA) from 27th to 28th October, 2022; and the 4th 

Annual International Conference on Project Planning and 

Management from 25th to 27th October, 2022. 

 

The conferences have attracted very high-quality papers on 

different topics related to the specific themes of the respective conferences, and I call upon the 

attendees to actively participate and see what they can learn from the research findings. Our 

Guest Speakers are equally very experienced and knowledgeable in their areas of expertise, 

and it will be interesting just to listen to their presentations. As was the case last year, this 

year’s conferences are being held virtually. The good thing is that with the virtual conferences, 

participants can join from any part of the world and do not have to travel to Nairobi. 

I wish to thank the Dean Faculty of Business and Management Science, all the chairs of 

Departments in the Faculty, Faculty members and students, and the Faculty planning 

committees for their support and commitment. In a special way, I wish to thank our Guest 

speakers for accepting to join us during the conferences. We truly value your time and hope 

that this is not the last time you are joining us in the conferences. We will continue to 

collaborate with you and invite you in our future conferences and any other areas where we 

think your valuable input is needed. Please accept to come back when called upon. I appreciate 

all our paper presenters for their high-quality presentations.  

  

Prof Justus M Munyoki  

Director of Research and Enterprise  
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Message from the Dean 

 

Greetings from the Faculty of Business and Management 

Sciences.  

I take this opportunity to warmly welcome you all our 

esteemed participants, guests and paper presenters who 

have joined us this week in our various conferences. 

These conferences are among the many conferences being 

held during this year’s University of Nairobi Research 

Week. We appreciate your participation and look forward 

to identifying opportunities and forming networks that 

will result in development of mutually beneficial 

collaboration.   

 

The Faculty of Business and Management Sciences is one of the eleven Faculties in the 

University of Nairobi with main offices located at the serene environs of Lower Kabete in 

Nairobi. Over the years, the Faculty has carried out research and produced graduates who have 

proceeded to become captains of industries locally and abroad. The Faculty runs the highly 

sought-after graduate and postgraduate programmes in finance and accounting, business 

administration, management science, project planning and management.  

 

This year, the Faculty is hosting four conferences: The 7th DBA-Africa Management Review 

Annual International Conference on 24th October, 2022; the 4th Annual Development Finance 

Conference (ADFC) from 27th to 28th October, 2022; the 13th Africa International Business 

Management Conference (AIBUMA) from 27th to 28th October, 2022; and the 4th Annual 

International Conference on Project Planning and Management from 25th to 27th October, 

2022. The themes of the conferences are indeed thought provoking and focus on contemporary 

issues that I believe are of interest to you, our participants. In a special way, I wish to welcome 

our Chief Guests who will be making keynote speeches on various topical issues in line with 

the specific conference themes into which they have been invited.  

 

For the third time, we are holding our conferences on the virtual platform and from lessons 

learned in our previous conferences, we are making every effort to improve the delegates’ 

experiences. We would really have wanted to host all of you physically at our facilities within 

the University but this will not be possible for now. I however welcome those who are in Kenya 

and even those participating from abroad to make a visit to our Faculty whenever you happen 

to be in Nairobi.  

 

I wish to thank the various Departmental and Faculty Conferences Planning Committee that 

have worked tirelessly to make this event a success. Finally, I wish to thank our Vice 

Chancellor and the entire University Management for their vision and commitment to academic 

excellence and steering the University to ensure continuity. 

 

 I wish you all fruitful participation in our conferences 

 

Prof James M. Njihia 

Dean, Faculty of Business and Management Sciences 
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Message from Chair Department of Business Administration  

 

The Department of Business Administration is one of the 

oldest and the largest in terms of specializations and 

students’ enrolment in the Faculty of Business & 

Management Sciences. The Department has continued to 

produce high quality research outputs in academic 

journals, seminars and conferences, both locally and 

internationally. We are proud to be holding this year’s 7th 

DBA-Africa Management Review Annual International 

Conference virtually again. The theme of this 7h 

conference is ‘“Emerging Research and Technologies for 

Sustainable Development  in Society”. I believe it will be 

another exciting experience for us all.  

I wish to thank the DBA-AMR Annual International Conference organizing committee for a 

job well done, the Dean Faculty of Business and Management Sciences, the Associate Vice 

Chancellor – RIE and the Vice Chancellor for providing an enabling environment for the 

conference to take place. Special thanks also go to our guest speakers for agreeing to grace this 

occasion. We further thank and appreciate the paper presenters and all attendees for 

participating in this conference. I am certain that each one of us will be involved actively and 

learn something from the deliberations and wish you all a successful day.  

  

 

Dr. Florence Kagendo Muindi 

Chairperson 

Department of Business Administration 
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Message from Conference Chair 

  

The 7th DBA-Africa Management Review (AMR) 

Annual International Conference (2022) is hosted by the 

Faculty of Business and Management Sciences of the 

University of Nairobi. This year’s conference is meant to 

enhance greater recognition and understanding of the 

place of research and technology for sustainable 

development in society.   

 

Due to increase in challenges at the work places, there is 

pressure to adopt science-based decision-making. This 

calls for use of the best available information upon which 

to base an action, this is in the hope that it leads to the right direction. The resulting actions 

should to be continually reassessed based upon new information, which can be obtained by 

monitoring key indicators, thus the need to conduct research, share and transfer knowledge to 

enhance business management practices in all areas.  

 

The theme that has been set aside to facilitate this discourse is “Emerging Research and 

Technologies for Sustainable Development  in Society” . As you all know, the reconciliation 

of society’s development goals with the planet’s environmental limits over the long term is the 

foundation of the idea known as sustainable development. It remains our hope that during the 

conference, participants will freely share innovative experiences in the various thematic areas 

and hope to help business survive as well as grow their operations. We wish you good 

deliberations and thank all the guest keynote speakers, panelists, those who will be presenting 

papers as well as all the other attendees.  

 

At the end of this conference, it should be evident that research is no longer a luxury but rather, 

a powerful tool that cuts across all facets of life be it in academia, government, corporates or 

the private sector. 

 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the committee members who unselfishly 

donated their time to brainstorm and forge the way forward and tirelessly helped put together 

this successful event. God bless you.  

  

 

Dr. Kennedy Ogollah 

Conference Chair  
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Biography of Keynote Speakers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr Robert Karanja holds a PhD degree in Parasitology and Entomology from Jomo Kenyatta 

University of Agriculture and Technology’s Institute of Tropical Medicine and Infectious 

Diseases. He has a career spanning 20 years in the fields of academia, research, development, 

technological innovation and development entrepreneurship in global health across the East 

African region. His key skills lie in biomedical research, strengthening health systems, 

intellectual property, technology commercialization, social entrepreneurship, and impact 

investment. 

Dr. Robert Karanja started out as a volunteer at the International Centre for Insect and Ecology 

(ICIPE) where he assisted in developing horticultural pesticides based on biological control. 

He then proceeded to the Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) where, as a Master’s 

student, doubled as a research associate. At KEMRI, he helped develop global health R&D 

proposals, and implemented and managed projects. He later became a full scientist at the same 

institution publishing more than 30 peer reviewed publications and conference papers on 

biomedical research and global health development. He was also the Academic Director of the 

Bio-entrepreneurship at Strathmore Business School in Kenya before co-founding Villgro 

Africa, where he became the founding CEO between April 2015 and June 2020. In this role, 

he developed and built donor relationships resulting in an increase in annual budget by more 

than sixfold.  

Villgro Africa has invested more than USD 1M seed capital in health and bioscience start-ups 

across East Africa, creating more than 240 jobs and attracting over USD 18 million in foreign 

direct investment. He similarly created a successful advisory and consultancy wing to control 

donor-dependency. In his role as the Chief Innovation Officer at Villgro Kenya, he has led an 

ecosystem-building initiative seeking to establish a strong biomedical devices and diagnostic 

industry in, not just Kenya, but across East Africa.  

Dr. Robert M. Karanja,    
Co-founder & Chief Innovation Officer – Villgro Africa 

Chairman, Board of Directors – Assek 
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Prof. Stefan Ouma has Since 01 March 2019 been the Chair of Economic Geography at the 

Department of Geography at the University of Bayreuth. Before that he worked as Doc and 

Post-Doc at Goethe-University, Frankfurt. He is a member of the Editorial Collective of 

Antipode and also part of the Advisory Board of Critical African Studies and Environment and 

Planning A. 

His research interest is in socio-theoretically and empirically informed economic geographic 

globalization and development research, which is primarily based on insights from socio-

economic, political-economic, political-ecological and practical-theoretical research 

approaches. Prof. Stefan Ouma has his overarching research concern as rematerialize the 

economy in times of seemingly unlimited economic relationships and thus opening it up for 

political debates about the sustainable design of the society-economy-nature nexus from a 

spatial perspective 

Prof. Ouma’s current research is on the political economy and ecology of global supply chains, 

the financialization of land and agriculture, the digital transformation of labor, and on “African 

Futures”. His research  experience is in both the Global South (West and East Africa) and the 

Global North (Germany, New Zealand) and cultivate a global-relational perspective on 

geographically uneven development processes. To facilitate his research, he has adopted the 

theoretical orientations of Heterodox Economic Approaches, Political Ecology, De- and 

Postcolonial Approaches with methods along Qualitative-reconstructive methods, critical 

ethnography, mixed methods design and critical statistics. 

 

 

 

 

  

Prof. Stefan Ouma 
Chair of Economic Geography  

Department of Geography 

Faculty of Biology, Chemistry & Earth Sciences 

University of Bayreuth-Federal Republic of Germany 
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Prof. Yi Yang is the Associate Dean Graduate Studies and Strategic initiatives, Marketing, 

Entrepreneurship and Innovation at the Umass Lowell Manning School of Business, 

Massachusetts in the USA. 

She is also the Chair of the Department of Marketing Entrepreneurship and Innovation at the 

Manning School of Business, and co-director of the Jack Wilson Center for Entrepreneurship. 

Prior to that, she was the PhD program director at Manning from 2014-2017. She joined UMass 

Lowell in 2006 right after receiving her PhD in Business Administration from Drexel 

University. 

Her research interests include corporate venturing and entrepreneurship, organizational 

learning, technology management, decision-making process, DEA application in strategic 

management and entrepreneurship, and sustainability issues. She has published her research in 

academic journals such as European Journal of Operations Research, Journal of Business 

Research, Journal of Business Venturing, Journal of International Management, Journal of 

Small Business Management, Research Policy, Small Business Economics, Strategic 

Entrepreneurship Journal and Strategic Management Journal. She has received several grants 

as PI or Co-PI from UMass Lowell, the UMass System and the Chinese National Science 

Foundation for research in the areas of both entrepreneurship and strategic management. She 

is a member of several professional associations such as Academy of Management and 

Strategic Management Society. 

  

Prof. Yi Yang  
Associate Dean – Graduate Studies and Strategic Initiatives, Marketing, 

Entrepreneurship & Innovation; 

 

Chair of the Department of Marketing Entrepreneurship and Innovation 

at the Umass Lowell Manning School of Business - USA;  

and, 

Co-director of the Jack Wilson Center for Entrepreneurship. 
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Conference Program 

Monday, 24th October, 2022 

8.30 – 9.00AM  Registration  

9.00 – 9.15AM  Opening Ceremony  

9.15 – 9.30AM  Health Break  

9.30 – 12.30PM  Key Note Speeches  

12.30 – 2.45PM   Parallel Paper Presentations   

2.45 – 3.00PM   Closing Ceremony  

  

PLENARY: OFFICIAL OPENING - SESSION I  

8.30 – 9.00AM Registration   

9.00 – 9.15AM  OPENING CEREMONY  

i. Dr. Kennedy Ogollah, Conference Chair  

ii. Dr. Florence Muindi, Chairman DBA   

iii. Prof. James M. Njihia, Dean, FoBMS,   

iv. Prof. Justus M. Munyoki, Director Research and Enterprise 

v. Prof. Margaret Hutchinson, AVC- RIE 

vi. Prof. Stephen Kiama Gitahi, Vice Chancellor, UoN   

09.15 – 09.30AM  HEALTH BREAK  

PLENARY: KEYNOTE SPEECHES - SESSION II 

9.30 – 10.15AM  Dr. Robert M. Karanja,    

Co-founder & Chief Innovation Officer – Villgro Africa 

Chairman, Board of Directors – Assek  

10.15 – 11.00AM  Prof. Stefan Ouma 

Chair of Economic Geography  

Department of Geography 

Faculty of Biology, Chemistry & Earth Sciences 

University of Bayreuth-Federal Republic of Germany 

11.00 – 11.45AM  Prof. Yi Yang  

Associate Dean – Graduate Studies and Strategic Initiatives, 

Marketing, Entrepreneurship & Innovation; 

Chair of the Department of Marketing Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation at the Umass Lowell Manning School of Business - 

USA; and, 

Co-director of the Jack Wilson Center for Entrepreneurship. 

11.45 – 12.30PM  Q & A  

12.30 – 2.45PM  Parallel Paper Presentations   

2.45 – 3.00 PM  Closing Ceremony   

 


